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Morettl makes noise over

‘attack on his ‘Qulet Chaos’

: 0 Gonnell

“couple (O’Connell,
1. whose lives and hlgh powcred P

ROME — Nanm

Chaos.”

in cotnpetition at the Betlin Inter-

(‘natlonal Film Fesnval

Although Moretti is probably

that s causing the controversy. .
- Some of the ‘most visible criti-

has editorialized apainst the film,

ter criticizing it.

Moretti-
. struck back at ‘his- detractors

" Wednesday, blaming “ignofance”.
~-for motivating attacks on his can® &
- did sex scene with co-star, Isabella M
Ferrafl in the new film “Qulct :

" The filmi, Wh[Ch opened lastV
week in Italy and immediately -
toppcd the boxoffice charts, also is .

best known as a director, his cred- .
its for “Chaos” are for writing and .
"acting, and it’s the acting rolg

cisms came from the: Catholic”
- pewspaper Christian Family, which

and the -Italian Conference’ ofr
Bishops, which wrote an’ open let--

“Commg from such a coura-.

Calls Catholw bzshops' ignomnt’_ - ":_j

By Eric J. Lyman

Moreth

geous and talentcd and 1deahst1c

- director like Morctu and such,a '
dchcatc and sensitive face like Fcr- ts
ran, T w0u1d have expecteda more -

romantic, - ‘tender - or - loving”

conference’s youth program direc-
“.gor. Anselmi went on to call the
scene “vulgar” and “distuibing.”

momént open to life ,perhaps lead--
‘ing to a'child,” said the letter; writ- ,
o ten'by N1colo ‘Anselmi, the blshop

" . One :of -the offending scenes fea- 'jf

' tures the protagonists having sex;
' standing, fully clothed, and seem- . .

. mgly detached from each other.

By Gregg Goldstem C

" bett,

' Ziering™
Lara -

and

" forces for the

on Board.”
Brian':

feature follows a happily married
Graham)

‘Baby boom' SIX':]OII] mdle plc

.- NEW YORK — Jerry O°Con- -
nell; Hcathcr Graham John Cor-
. Katie -
_anc_Lan, Ian™

3 : Flynn - -
Boyle will join.

indie romantic -

comedy “Baby:

. HC_I".,.
zlinger’s indie -

-~ Graham .+ Corbett

thanks to an unplanned pregnan-*

" See MORETTI o7 ngz 32 '

careers are ‘thrown into- ‘chaos .-

_cy. Corbett and Finneran play *

whose. rmsguided advice on’ par-
:_enting and marriage only makes -

i} : Film Group.

‘ dally creative affairs, production, acquisitions, market-

as well 4s Vantage.

Kassan duties grow in Par group

", By Carly Moyberry

Adam Kassan has bccn plomorcd tovpat Paramount‘ ‘

Kassan, who has served as Paramount Vantage s
director of creative affairs since 2006, wilk oversee the

ing and publicity -activities for Paramount Pﬂm Group

I—Ie will report to new Palamount Fﬂm Group plCSl-
See KASSAN on p.age 32

‘Kassan -.

their best friends, a bitter couple |

. See “BABY” o7  page. 32



reviews/news

‘SOP’

ERLIN — Errol Mor-

s looks at the abuse

and torture of prisoners by

U.S. soldiers in the Abu

Ghraib prison in Baghdad

with a peculiar fixation in

“Standard Operating Pro-

. cedure.” The scandal, -of

- course, came to light in

2004. through photo-

graphs taken by the Army -
members who served as

prison wardens. '

In his documentary,

which screened in compe-

tition, Morris focuses with

' ncar—por'nographic obsession on

how those photos were taken, by

whom and for what purpose. The
wider context of the war on terror-
ism, the Bush administration’s

complicity in prisoner abuse, the -

moral and légal implications and
the damage the scandal did to U.S.

prestige worldwide is not even

mentioned.

Such subject matter was never
going to find a wide audience, espe-
cially theatrically. But this Sony Pic- -
tures Classics release faces another . -

challenge ‘A much more. encom-

passing film, Rory Kennedy’s

“Ghosts of Abu Ghraib,” made a
“year earlier for HBO, coveréd the
identical territory. — even to the

point of duplicating some inter- -

views — and did f:\plore the con-
text of the scandal. '

Morris draws on three sou.rces.

G gy -
- KIRK S
HONEYCUTT .

Berlin
International
Film Festival

tie bottom line

Errol Morris' docu
about the Abu
Ghraib prison
scandal is too

nan'ow!y focused.

for his film: The photos of
Iraqi detainees being
physically abused, sexual-
~ ly humiliated and in one
instance the body of a
prisoner evidently tor-
tured to death,; interviews

took , the -photos or
-appeared in them; and re-
. created scenes with actors
. portraymg events sur-
‘rounding the ‘infamous
- photographic sessions.
- Where in Kennedy’s
_ docu the soldiers. won-
‘dered in amazemerit how
they ever got involved in
‘ such appalling behavior,
Moms questions put them on thc
defensive. ‘They poine fingers, the

‘women blame the ‘men, the pho-

tographers insist they only wanted
to document the abuse, and every-
one keeps saying they never really
hurt anyone. In truth, daily shelling
of the prison by insurgents and

‘conistaiit threats of violence by pris- -
- oners did create ‘an extremely -

unhealthy psychological state

where ifegal orders were obcyedk

promptly.

Morris’ interviews rarely- rise
above the level of sergeants. He did
get on caméra Janis Karpinski, who
as commander of the military
prison brigade in Traq was a central

- figiire of the scandal, and she does-

't mince words. But the film nev-
er follows up on her allegations.
She mentions that the .military
intelligence interrogators answered

‘Moreth

Continued ﬁmm page 4"

- Moretti, a five-time nominee for
the Cannes’ Palme d’Ox, struck
back Wednesday, saying the 1ettcr
was its own worst critic.

“Qbviously, the priest is not a
film expert and, from what he
said, it seems obvious he did not
even see the film,” the prickly

Moretti said, adding that most of -

the criticisms were groundless.
“The pncsts lcttcr spcaks for
itself.”

Other media cutu:lzed the _
amount of time television news has -

dedicated to reporting on the
scene and the controversy ‘it has

‘stirred at the e\(pense of covcrage

of weightier issues.
The film was given the equiva-

lent of a “G” rating in Italy,

though the posters “advise” cine-
mas not to let anyone under the
age of 12 to view the film if anac-
companied by an adult.

The film, which grossecl $2.2
million durmg its opening week-
end, tells the story of a relevision

executive who warches the world -

from a pack bench after becoming
a widower, It had its international

_ premiere Wednesday in Berlin.

The controversy seems to have
helped the film, which, according
to producers,-has already sold to
djstributors in 12 ferritories. M

with the soldiers who

to a Gen, Miller, but the film never
explains that this is Maj. Gen. Geof-
frey Miller, formerly head of prison
operations at Guanatanamo Bay,
who was ordered by U.S. Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to

bring his methods to Abu Ghraib.

! Instead, Morris keeps returning
again dnd again to those photos
and in one instance a video and the
time frames in which they were
taken. It seems like Morris — no
ptin intended — misses the blggcr
picture. -

The film does make asolid pomt
that in at least one instance an Iraqi

‘who was willing to cooperate and
give information shut up forever

following his humiliation. A soldier
relates that one detainee in this pur-

gatory. wids 2 mere¢ taxi driver caught -

up in a sweep of adule malcs by the

U.S. military.

The restaging of the events sur-
rounding these humiliations is in
questionable -taste, though, Whar

putpose does it serve for actors o

re-create these incidents when we
already have such strong photo-
graphic proof? These sequences,
often trickéd out with elaborate

slow motic)n-, a ff:W.optical. cf’ffict_s.
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Errol Morris’ docu focuses on the
U.S! treatment of enemy pI‘iSOHEI‘S

cand Dan.ny Elfinan’s overwrought,

- musical score, put a Hollywood =

gloss .on “SOP™ that ill bcﬁts its
subject. "7

The intérviews ire thc most
impressive element of the film.
Despite the pain and shattered lives,
‘these soldiers are willing to face the
" camera —and themselves — to Ty
to makc sense out of completely
senseless ‘actions. that never
“advanced the American cause in

Iraq. ‘This is the real value of
“SOP » B ) .

81 ANDARD_ ) OF EHATle : PROGEDUFIE
: ;Suny Pmtures Glassms
. ipant Pr

MPAA ratlng R, runmng hme 12 mmutes

NN
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Continited ﬁ-om page —
things worse.

- Flyna Boyle plays. Graham $
overdemanding ad agency boss.
Ziering plays a gay obstetrician
and Graham’s confidante. =

A’ Plus Prods. and Big Shoot

Prods. are backing the project,

with A Plus’ “Emilio 'Fr:i‘mri (“1

Kriow What You Did Last Win-

ter”) producing and Big Shoot’s
Russell Scalise ¢xecutive produc-
ing. Scalise penned the scwenplay .

+with Michael Wrighe.

The five-week shoot is set to
begin Tuesday in Chicago. Fer-
rari’s Entertaintnent Seven has
‘worldwide distribution rights. 3

Kassan |
Continued from page 4—
dent John Lesher, who workéd
with Kassan at Vantage .

- At Vantdge, Kassan worked on
the . critically acclaimed fitms
“Babel,” ~“An . Inconvenient

& Truth,” “Into the Wild,” “No

Country for Old Men” and “There
Will Be Blood.™ He joined the stu-
dio’s specialty film division in 2005.
Before joining Paramount, Kas-
san worked .at Brad Pitt’s produc-
tion company, Plan B Entertain-
ment, for two years. He began his
career in entertainment at Mira-
max. . . - n
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